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he Davidson Clan

pictured on the left
remained calm under
pressure as sales of the
Felton Banger soared.

Euan Davidson popular
West Thirston resident
said “You can buy as
many of these sausages
as you like, but there is no
way | am giving you the
recipe.”

Police officer declines to comment
on secret of Felton Banger!

ocal residents (and visitors from as far
away as Newcastle) were enraptured by
the delights of The Felton Banger: a new sau-
sage recipe developed especially for the Fair %
2006. Despite many requests for the recipe, }
Turnbull's of Alnwick refused to disclose the ﬂ
secret. Our source has sent samples to TV
Cooks across the nation for analysis and have
asked for recipes in which the banger can-

shine.

The Bridge - Where The Villages Meet




Editorial

—
/
. ! 1 /
0 " $
2 34 /
%
2 (5657
2 4 0 $ /
4 % (565865
4 2 4 2 /
$ (565
% 09 , 1 /1 S
# o : 4 (565 67
! " H#
$
% &
$ & $
(
) * ")+
$ b

$&

The Bridge For Local News & Information




The Newsletter For Felton And Thirston

BRIDGE

DIAMOND JUBILEE

__ We thought all those of you who knew Father
e @ Lennon, he was Parish Priest at St. Mary’s R.C.
@ ‘ Church in Felton, might be interested to know

! ‘, that he celebrated the Diamond Jubilee of his

\% Ordination on June 9" 2006.

Father, who is now 86 years old, is very frail but was still
able to cut his celebration cake and enjoy the presents we
gave him.

FELTON PATCHERS
Open Day

Felton Patchers wish to thank all those who helped to make their
Open Day such a success. We had a good flow of visitors who
viewed our exhibition most appreciatively, made generous donations
for their tea and biscuits and then bought tickets for the raffle. The
result being we were able to donate £100.00 to the Village Hall
Kitchen Fund.

We hope all those who came enjoyed their visit and thank you once
again for helping us to accomplish what we set out to do.

A raffle prize, ticket number 32, has still not been claimed. The prize
will be held for only a further two weeks after this publication.
(Ring 787644)

Advertise in The Bridge
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AT THE FAIR 2006

Dog Team shocked by Eastern Dancers

Caption Competition - What are they saying?

In the Tea Tent




ANOTHER HUGE SUCCESS

Punch and Judy went
down a treat with the
children

A great day for the family

........... Great! ......Phone 787351




USA to Alnwick

The Americans are Coming!

Two years ago my family moved into the village and shortly afterwards
a work associate of my wife told her about a scheme by which stu-
dents from St Cloud University Minnesota take up
residence in part of Alnwick Castle where they un-
dertake extensive studies for the equivalent of a
term. They also tour widely both here and abroad.
The home-stay programme matches them with an
English family so they can have a personalised
base whilst away from home. For most, this is the
first time they have been outside the USA.

We were not sure whether it was what we wanted to do, so two years
ago we accepted an invitation to go to tea with the new intake of stu-
dents. Little did we know that a student had already been assigned to
us and whether we liked it or not we were to be his home-stay parents
whilst he was in the UK. Mike turned out to be a delight; warm, friendly,
interested, polite and, best of all, great fun. He came to us for dinner
on a number of occasions and we went on excursions with him too.
We even brought him to the Felton pantomime which had a Wild West
theme! | knew that this would either make or mar the relationship!. Not
knowing the script, there was even the danger of a diplomatic inci-
dent. | cannot claim that he understood much of what was going on
but, as we explained, that is the nature of pantomime. We were so im-
pressed by Mike that we decided to do the same this year, se-
cretly convinced that Mike was a one off and that we would probably
not enjoy the experience half as much again.

This year we attended the same tea (you would think we would
learn) on the understanding that we would be asked to take one stu-
dent. We left having agreed to take two! Chris and Kurt were very dif-
ferent from Mike—being older they were a bit more serious but with the
same impeccable manners. Once we got to know them they turned out
to be exceptional young men and it was a joy to get to know them and
talk. Talk is crucial as they have so many questions. Dinners lasted six
hours as we talked about anything and everything. They came to stay

If It’'s Happening........




Get Fit with Grace & Angie

with me in Glasgow where | still work and they had a great time there
too. So close are the bonds we have forged that we have been invited
by their parents to visit next year and stay with them.

What you can offer these fine young Americans is British hospitality and
a personal insight into a different culture. For our son it is an opportunity
to meet with young people with a different outlook on the world which
they share.

What they can offer you is an insight into a different way of life and a
new perspective on our culture.

St Cloud University website offers you the students’ own accounts of
their home-stays. You will see that it does not always work but believe
me when it does it is an enriching experience for all concerned.

If you are interested in finding out more contact the Bridge for our de-
tails or ring Wade Sherman, Resident Coordinator for the programme
at the castle

The $50000 question is, will we take another student in the Autumn?
The answer is YES. Will it be 1... 2... Or... 3? Watch this space.

David Young

WANT TO GET FIT? COME TO FELTON VILLAGE HALL

FULL RANGE OF CLASSES AVAILABLE
FOR ANY ABILITY AND ANY AGE!

<,

MONDAY 9.a.m. (LOTS OF FLOOR WORK!!)

EDNESDAY AT 7.30 p.m. AEROBICS CLASS (FULL BODY WORKOUT)
ALSO MENS GYM AND CIRCUIT CLASS 7.p.m.

THURSDAY 10.30 a.m.SESSION FOR THE MORE MATURE!!
AND IF NONE OF THAT APPEALS YOU COULD TRY THE GYM

CALL GRACE ON 787283 OR ANGIE ON 787748

....... Make Sure It’s In The Bridge
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Pirates at Felton School

< ! ! 2

N
N

When the opportunity arises we often collaborate with staff and children
from other schools. This term our younger children participated in a
shared drama day with the children from Warkworth First School, and
our older children had a tennis tournament against Swarland First
School. All of our year 3'’s joined other year 3's from neighbouring first
schools to do a dance production titled ‘Pompeii’ at Alnwick Playhouse
and our year 4's joined other year 4's from all over the County for a spe-
cial Leavers's service at the Cathedral. In addition to that, our year 3 and
4’s played in a Kwik Cricket festival in Alnwick.

Mixing with other children is a very important aspect of education. It
gives the children confi-

dence and a sense of

identity. They are proud

to be from Felton but

they enjoy working and

co-operating with oth-

ers.

The staff benefit profes-
sionally too. Joint
drama, dance, sports
etc mean joint planning
and we all enjoy the
opportunity to share our
expertise and learn
from others.

All this mixing with other children does mean we are transporting chil-
dren on a regular basis. So please can | take this opportunity to ask the

I’'d Just Like To Say “Thank You”...
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The Lucky Winners are ...

By the time you read this we will all be on holiday but at School it
will be as busy as ever as we are having some building work done
over the summer. Hopefully by the time we get back to school we
will have a new disabled toilet, porch and ramp at the front door.
As with all public buildings we have to comply with the Disability
Discrimination Act and this work will make life easier for everyone
in the community who visit us and especially for some of our
‘larger’ deliveries!

Barbara Pratt

“200” Club Results

May 2006

£20 lan Cartwright

£10 A Birkley

£10 Mr/Mrs J Simpson

£10 WHIGS

£10 Mr P Canner &
Mrs M Parnell

June 2006

£100 125 Miss J Middleton
£50 05 Mrs P Reed

£10 163 Mr/Mrs S Walton
£10 31 Mrs A Shilton
£10 22 Mr P Cook

For those of you who are not members there are a
few spare numbers and application forms are
available at the Village Hall or telephone 787206.

..... Why Not Say It In The Bridge?
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The Cubs

A SUCCESSFUL EVENING FOR 1°" FELTON CUBS

Each year, 1% Felton Cubs choose a different charity to raise funds for.
In May, we held a spring fair in Felton Village hall during a Pack meet-
ing to raise funds for the Great North Air Ambulance. Beavers, Cubs,
Scouts and villagers came along and supported the evening and the
Felton Village Band played an excellent medley of music many thanks
to the musicians for entertain-
ing us during the evening.
Sue Cave, an official fund-
raiser for the Great North Air
Ambulance, also joined us for
the evening and sold their
merchandise.

—a

Children’'s books, toys and
games were for sale, as well
as stalls to ‘have a go’ on and
the ever popular tombola and
raffle. A fantastic £155.00 was raised for the cause. Thank you to
everyone who supported the evening.

Since Easter we have been busy with the fundraising, have spent an
evening around the village taking part in a quiz, made Fathers’ Day
cards, and have looked at Jewish festivals. Over the next few weeks
we are looking forward to Felton Fair, as well as an American Inde-
pendence evening, a local walk over the fields as well as a games eve-
ning on the ‘rec’ to finish before the summer.

We are always very busy at Cub, enjoying varied activities, taking part
in camps, pack holidays and working towards badges. For my assis-
tant, Debbie Lewney and me to be able to continue to provide such an
active programme of activities, we need another uniformed leader to
help us share the responsibilities.

We are therefore actively seeking the help of another leader to help us
ensure we can keep the Cub pack running and providing the Cubs with
a full exciting programme. Both Debbie and | work and have families

Your News! Local News!....




Information

and need an additional adult to help us with ideas and run evenings.

A Cub Pack has excited in Felton for a number of years now and we
would like to see it continue, but it is only possible with another uni-
formed leader, be it in the form of a parent, villager, or another local per-
son.

No previous experience in Scouting is need — just come along with
ideas, take part in the programme, have lots of fun, as well as seeing
the Cubs have a great time, and excelling and achieving as they grow.

If you would like to be involved in the group or want to
find out more, please give me a call on 01670 787279
and | will be pleased to have a chat with you.

Let’s ensure with lots of help we can
keep 1° Felton Cubs running!

JOHN HOOD

LANDSCAPING AND GARDEN SERVICES
QUALIFIED GREENKEEPER

GRASS CUTTING
HEDGECUTTING
CHAINSAW WORK
FENCING
FLAGGING
GRAVELLING
SPRAYING
TURFING

GARDEN TIDY UPS

TEL: 0783 4819536 MOBILE
01670 787190 HOME

...... Here In The Bridge




Village Walks

Walks Around Felton & Thirston
Update:

The walks in June established a number of places where long grass (and net-
tles) were causing problems. Most of these were cut back at this time, but no
doubt are rapidly getting overgrown again. We will try and revisit them regu-
larly, but it would be helpful to let us know if any of the paths are becoming im-
penetrable. (or you can just release any of your frustrations by having a good
go at them yourself!). It doesn’t need a lot of work to keep the paths open; of-
ten the bad patch is fairly short. St Oswald’s waymarkers have been spotted,
getting closer to Felton, and a bridge has been promised over the Felton Fence
burn (where it meets the Coquet). We hope to get new yellow arrows in place

soon, to replace faded and worn ones. Keep walking, and keep the paths
open!

This footpath guide is the first of several that the Footpaths Group
aims to publish of rights of way in the vicinity of Felton and Thirston.
Please walk the route shown (towards Wintrick) and let us know of any
way in which the guide could be improved. Thank you.

Vic Brown - vicabrown@btopenworld.com
Bailiff® Cottage West Thirston — 01670 783913

Walk 1A short walk towards Wintrick
3 miles - 1%, hours

This circular walk, starting from ‘The Cheviot’ Coffee Shop, offers good
views of the countryside around. Part is on minor roads; but most of it is
over fields. The route crosses three arable fields, which can be muddy if
it has been wet. The paths across them should have been reinstated
once the crop has been planted. Please inform us if this is not the case.
Even so, you may need to wear boots because the crop grows after
being mown . There are several stiles. Apart from the climb up to West
Thirston, at the start, there are no steep hills.

Felton & Thirston Footpaths Group cont/d next page

On foot ...
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From ‘The Cheviot’ café (1) crossthe old Bridge to West Thirston. Turn left
in front of the houses, along the river bank, then up the steep path (with
handrail). (This passes the 1820 Presbyterian Chapel, now two private
houses.) Alternatively, you can turn right, past The Northumberland Arms
(note the old milestone); then up the steps which bring you out on the top
road by the old primary school (1830 - now a private house). A gentler
option isto continue up the main road and turn sharp left at the top of the
Peth.

Which ever way you go, you should pass the URC Church (2) at the top of
the steep path. Continue along the road towards Amble, until you reach the
end of the 30mph limit (3). A farmtrack leads off to the right, signed
Blackbrook Farm 1% miles.

Follow the track to Foxhemels Farm gate. Do not go through it, but turn left
and go through a different gate with footpath signs (see detail). Follow the
field edge to the right, round a corner, until level with the farmhouse. The
path goes acrossthe arable field to another gate (4).

Through this gate, there is a faint track straight ahead, but dightly to your
left. Follow this, under the power cables and down to the burn. Look for a
plantation on the horizon, and head roughly towards this if you are not certain
of the way. There may be cattle in thisfield, but they are unlikely to bother
you.

There isabridge with two gates (5) over the burn, then head up the field,
tending to the right, and you will see a ladder stile over the fence. Continue
on the same line, past some concrete footings, to astep stile onto the
Wintrick road. The signpost here shows West Thirston % mile (6).

Turn left and follow the road for ¥ mile, turning left at the only junction. At
the next corner, there is a step tile and post, signed West Thirston 14 miles
™.

Crossthe field, pass some WWII buildings (remains of RAF Eshott) to
another stileinto afield. Thisis ploughed and planted but the path should
have been reinstated. It can be rather rough if it has just been ploughed.
Follow it down to a gtile and a bridge over the burn (8). Just downstream you
may see the remains of the dam to supply the mill stream for Thirston Mill.

Chevior | Felton North
cafe River Coquet {}
West
= Thirston
] 2. URC Church

The Northumberland )\ 3

Map not to scale

Thirston Burn

Arms ! To Acklingt
0 Acklington
9 )
ToAl Ml E & Amble
<:| Farm - :>
house \ B6345
\ \
\ '
Farm \ RN Mill dam
house tracl \ 4 \|
= Z
] '
,-----'gate \
{ \
H Detail \s5
\ 7
|
I d
Road Detail [g\an‘

O Wintrick

Another dtile leads into agrassy field. Turn right to the next stile into
an arable field where the path should have been reinstated. If not,
head for the first telegraph post to the left of atree (see detail). The
path goesto agateway onto the Thirston to Amble road (9). Turn left
(take care for traffic; the road is narrow) and in 250 metres you reach
West Thirston. Return to Felton by one of the routes described at the
dart.
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Stories from
SUMMERTIME

Early summer, and the cherry season and the as-
paragus season are past. The apricots and
peaches are coming along nicely, and the barley is
almost ripe to cut. It will soon be the time of
“chaleur” — the heat during the day that saps the
strength and which demands a siesta to build you
up for the evening.

This is the time the visitors start to arrive. You can recognise their cars; cars
with foreign registrations, hired cars or cars registered in other Départments of
France. They take the few parking spaces left in the village, and spill out onto
the market place and any other open spaces they can find. They try, with
varying success, to coax large cars through narrow streets.

You can tell them immediately you see them; the English with sandals and
white socks, the Germans and Dutch and Belgians all trying to look as if they
weren't foreigners at all but persistently speaking their own languages. And
the Americans, in many ways the nicest of the lot, all trying to look as if they
were not afraid of being ripped off at every turn and still determined to project
an air of tolerant friendship to everybody they meet. (We don'’t go in for ripping
people off round here; why Kill the goose that lays the golden egg?) One thing
they all have in common is knobbly white knees — women no less than the
men - and shorts shorter than anything they have worn since last year.

They are, of course, a source of endless amusement and entertainment to
those — natives of the village and long-term foreigners — who meet them. But
always friendly amusement, rather as a resident of Seahouses might regard
someone from County Durham who has never before bought a live lobster
and doesn't know what on earth to do with it. As everywhere, the motto is
“Help them if they ask, or are in obvious danger, but otherwise, let them get
on with it.”

To those residents who let out houses to visitors, or who manage houses for
some other owner, visitors can be either a nightmare or a fund of stories to
while away the winter evenings down at the Bar. There are those who, having
hired a car or even brought their own, telephone as soon as they get off the
Autoroute and ask for directions in minute detail from 30 kilometres away —
and keep on telephoning at practically every road junction. And those who get
happily lost but never think to phone and say they will be two hours late in
arriving. There are those who expect shops to be open even if they do arrive

... Alocal resource




... abroad

at nine in the evening without having laid in something for dinner that night,
or expect a small village to have the choice of restaurants — open at that
time - you might find in a big city. And, equally, there are those, mainly
Dutch for some reason, who arrive with a car — and sometimes a trailer too
— packed with the food of their native province and refuse to buy anything
from the local shops at all.

There are those who send earnest e-mails asking which side of the road
we drive on — Americans seem particularly prone to that. And those who
ask if they have to buy special French Euros to spend in France and Span-
ish Euros to spend in Spain. Those who ask if they can fit in a day trip to
Rome while they are here — Yes, if you have your
own private jet, but otherwise No. Those who
: think a Passat is a “compact” car that will navigate
the narrow streets of the village with ease. The
last soon find that these villages, built defensively
to keep out marauding English in the 14" century,
. oppressive Papal forces in the 15", and anyone
else who might be unfriendly at any other time,
j still need to be reckoned with. Stone walls that
kept Simon de Montfort at bay have very little
 trouble with modern cars, as paint marks on walls
and dented panels and broken tail-lights show.

The defensive characteristics of Languedoc villages puzzle visitors. The
typical village is an “escargot” — built like a snail shell, with narrow winding,
twisting streets that never go exactly where you ex- v
pect. You can see visitors puzzling over street-maps i
in little huddles, wondering how on earth they came ’
to be where they are. “Which way to the Abbey?” is a
guestion heard a dozen times a day, in a motley of
languages.

Now is the time for evening concerts — pop, classical
or jazz, mostly accompanied by an al fresco meal. A
travelling fair — litle more than a dodgems and a
candy floss stall - tours the villages, adding to the
summer attractions. The municipal camp-site is open, and the pizzeria puts
tables on the footpath and in the garden. Summer is here. The World Cup
is on TV and the Tour de France will start soon. It's sunny; there is nothing

much to do in the vineyards, so lets enjoy it while we can.

... advertise in The Bridge




Church News ...

God on TV!

Over the past few weeks | have been glued to the telly watching The
Convent on BBC2, O.K. Well, I'm a vicar and that sort of thing is just
up my street. The programme, if you haven't been watching it, is fol-
lowing four women on a unique spiritual journey as they join an en-
closed religious order for 40 days and 40 nights. The women are sen-
sible, ordinary, discerning individuals not what | would think of as sus-
ceptible and gullible ladies, who would fall for anything. In fact on arri-
val and some days later, you see the harsh realities of the sister’s
daily devotions and duties bring all the women to the conclusion that
what was happening here was fairly pointless, yet they all discern
something in and around the convent that appears beyond explana-
tion.

As the programme has progressed, we have been invited into the
lives of, not only the women taking part, but into the lives of the
“Community of the Poor Clares” . We have been invited to listen to
the stories of sisters, who themselves have been through trials and
tribulations, but through their own personal pilgrimages have discov-
ered an inner peace that can only be found in a God given faith. Yet it
is one story in the convent that has really stirred my heart. It's the
story of Debi, a mother who so desperately wants to rid herself of the
pain and suffering that has followed her from childhood. When you
listened to her story, you find yourself just welling up inside, desper-
ately wanting to help her or at least comfort her. A few weeks ago
Debi after some discussion with one of the sisters wanted to give this
burden to God wanted to rid herself of the pain that was hampering
her life. Sometime later she had a picture of Jesus speaking to her in
Aramaic. Aramaic is not a language that is common these days; well
not in southern England anyway. The words he spoke to her were
“Talitha Koum”. When | heard them | nearly fell off my chair. They are
the words Jesus used to raise Jairus’s daughter from the dead, “Little
girl, I say to you get up!” You will find the whole story in Mark’s Gos-
pel, chapter 5, verses 1-43.

Keep Right Up To Date....




Church & Music ...

Debi, who | can assure you was no theological scholar or Aramaic
linguist had a vision that could of only come from God. A promise to
her that her old life was dead and that she was now being promised
a new one.

OK. May be some might think me a little naive but this has hap-
pened to me too many times to write off as just coincidence. | do
believe that God wants to touch each one of us as he did Debi, but
in a busy and noisy world we so often miss him and it takes a place
like the Convent of the Sisters of Poor Clares to show our busy
world that God is very real and very much wants to help us along on
our inner journeys.

Simon
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Garden Corner...

We had a rare to-do at 19 Coquet Vale
the other day.. Quite early | went out to
look at the water/drought situation in the
Vegetable plot and was almost deafened
by the raucous screaming of about a hun-
dred crows or their kin. It did not immedi-
ately dawn on me that it was all centred
on our vegetable garden, but as | neared
the gate | saw a jackdaw run out of the fruit-cage gate, which was wide
open . (Mea culpa, no doubt; | must have left it open last night when |
finished watering.) But what immediately struck even such an unobser-
vant eye as mine was the sight of a magpie, thrashing about madly,
with one foot and its handsome tail entangled in the roof net. On this
unfortunate bird the others — none of them magpies — were swooping
and screaming. At first — being inclined to be unjust to the Corvidae — |
though that perhaps they saw it as a possible food supply, a possible
prey. Then | wondered if they were trying to help, though their screams
did not sound reassuring or amiable. Meanwhile | had tentatively ap-
proached the trapped bird — tentatively because | didn't know what |
was going to do. | do not find magpies appealing birds, so that it was
not only the rather terrifying beak that made me hesitate. But wringing
its neck was as intimidating a proposition as trying to release it, and
letting it hang there to die did not seem to be an option.

In the end | fetched my tool bag and, with no small diffi-

culty, cut it free from its gallows. | had a barely success-
ful struggle to hold it still, and it had a couple of near-
successful attempts to remove one or two of my fingers;
moreover the garden scissors were pretty hopeless at
cutting through the strong plastic mesh. When | had it
out of the net | did my best to free its foot from the twisted thread and
got most of it off. | had made my way to the back door in search of
sharper cutting gear when it struggled free, dropped to the ground, and
then made off (with a bracelet of fruit-cage net still in place, but as a
bracelet only, the claws now unrestricted ) into the big ash tree over-

... hear it first




Bird Problems ...

hanging the next-door garage. | got the impression that it was unwel-
come there and can only hope that it was too shocked to take unfair
advantage of its unheralded arrival.

Meanwhile | attempted to resume my interrupted task, but found the
crows still circling and screaming as before. Further research re-
vealed , cowering on the ground in the corner of the fruit cage just un-
der the hole where the magpie had been freed, a young jackdaw with
its head tucked into a clump of invading weeds, hoping that if its head
was buried the rest of it would be invisible too. So that was it! A stray
baby, a wicked uncle, and the whole family rallying round. | tried to
pick it up but it wouldn’t co-operate, so we did a sort of quiet prome-
nade up past the peas, round the Runner beans, looking for a suitable
hole in the net. The baby seemed to have all the feathers it might need
for flight, but hadn't got the hang of it yet. Just as well, or no doubt I'd
have had another bird to free from the roof net. It didn’t hurry; it just
ambled on a few steps, spread its wings and flapped them gently to no
effect, shot a deprecating look at me, and resumed its peregrinations.
We rounded the top of the brassica bed and set off down towards the
gate, only to discover — at least | did, and the cloud of witnesses above
were no doubt already aware of it - that there was a cat in the door-
way. Actually, it was Fluffy-tufts, who is on
the whole afraid of birds, especially in
large numbers, or even single birds of
blackbird size or larger, and who was gaz-
ing at the scene with supreme indifference,
But the parents, aunts and uncles were
not going to believe that. So | quietly drove
the youngster full circle back into his
weedy corner, picked him up firmly, and carried him out and down to
the level of the burning basket, where | released him and he scuttled
away into the nearest promising cover. | resumed my work, and shortly
afterwards peace descended on No 19, as the parents soothed the
infant and all the grandparents, cousins and second cousins shut up
and went home.

Now, of course, | have a large hole in the roof net to mend .

... iIn The Bridge
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A bit of wine tasting ...
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PRETTY IN PINK!!!

We have now answered the question “why do you have that bright
pink car?” But for those who missed us at the fair — the answer is: to
raise some money for Multiple Sclerosis. We are driving the Pink
Panda — christened Pink Panda-Monium — from here to Banjul in Gam-
bia. This is a distance of some 4200 miles, large portions of which are
through trackless desert.

We are not going alone — there is a ‘Plymouth — Banjul Rally’ organ-
ised by some guys down south in light-hearted competition with the
more well-known “Paris-Dakar Rally”. The idea is to drive a collection
of left-hand-drive cars (a requirement of the Gambian government)
down to the country. These are then auctioned for a collection of local
charities. And on the way the teams help each other out and have an
adventure.

So how did we get to be involved in such a mad scheme? Well, one
evening with friends we had a glass or two too many, and with bravado
and a case of mild mid-life crisis we decided that we needed an adven-
ture. We had read about this trip, and as travel is our vice, we thought

it sounded right up our street — or dirt track.
Tell Those Far Off Friends....




... Fund Raising

We applied to go (there are more people wanting to go than the organ-
isers can cope with) and were accepted. Next job was to buy a LHD
car. There are not as easy to come by up here as down south, so
searching the net was the best way to locate one. We found the car
on eBay and Alan flew down to Bristol to collect her — being pink we
thought she must be a she. She needs some work, but nothing too
serious, and we think (hope? Pray?) that she’ll get us there.

As our good friend and virtual
travel buddy, Nigel, has Multi-
ple Sclerosis we decided we
wanted to take the opportu-
nity to try and raise some
money for the valuable MS
Society who do so much for
people with this horrible con-
dition.

To this end we brought the

car along to the social event

of the year — the Felton Vil-

lage Fair. And | have to say —

the response was excellent.

Many people came over to

find out what we were up to

with comments such as “at least it'll show up in a sand dune”, “you
must be mad”, and “I wish | was coming with you”. We raised over
£200 in sponsorship and change in the bucket. Thank you all so
much. And thanks also to all those people who have promised us
parts and help in getting the car to peak condition for the trip.

So, we leave at the end of December and will take about 3 weeks to
complete the drive. It will be hard going — especially in a Panda — so
we are having a couple of days on the beach to recover. But we will
be back at the end of January and will let you know how we got on. In
the meantime you can keep up to date or contact us through our trip
website — www.42-degrees.co.uk.

...The Bridge Is On The Net




Clubs and News

FELTON & THIRSTON OVER 60'S

June We had no meeting this month and our trips start in July.

JULY Our trip this month is to Carlisle and Gretna on the 12™ July.

AUGUST We are having 2 trips this month. Monday August 7" To
South Shields Arbeia Roman Fort and museum and then lunch, then
on to North Shields Royal Quays for shopping. Monday August 21
we are off to Seahouses for an evening Supper of Fish & Chips.

WAYSIDE STALL

This will be held on Saturday 12" August at URC hall. We will be hav-
ing several stalls including: Cakes & Preserves, Card Tombola, Bric-
a-Brac & Books. We will also have a Raffle with lots of prizes. We
would like to invite everyone in the villages to come along and join us
and bring a friend as we a really do need your support.

Programme for 2006

Saturday 12 August 10.30am  Wayside Stall URC Hall
Monday 4™ September 6.45pm Guest Speaker N Dunn

Intro to Music Hall
Monday 2™ October 6.45pm Quiz Night URC Hall
Monday 6™ November 6.45pm Party Night URC Hall
Monday 4™ December 12.30.pm ChristmasLunch  Felton V. Hall
e N Plastic Lids
‘l‘lAlAl -

| am collecting the red, blue and green plastic milk
bottle lids that you probably throw away now in your rubbish to help
raise money for Naomi House, a children’s hospice near Winchester.
The hospice was opened in 1997 to provide respite care, terminal care
and bereavement support for children and families across the south of
England. They are able to sell the lids to a polymer regrinding com-
pany to make bin liners, Wellington boots and other items and there-
fore raise money to help support their work. Please help, by collecting
lids for recycling, and drop any lids you collect through our door, The
Old Livery, Main Street (next to Felton Gallery). Any quantity, large or
small will be very gratefully received. Thank you -

More fund raising ...




News
TRAVEL NEWS.

mw HHE Bonus Travel for Castle
% Mor peth Residents

Under the Government’s new scheme, all people living in Castle Mor-
peth and entitled to concessionary travel, ( aged over 60 or with qualify-
ing disabilities) can claim free public transport within Borough bounda-
ries between 9.30am and 11pm weekdays and all day at weekends and
Bank Holidays.

In addition, more than 12,000 people living in Castle Morpeth are able
to travel to destinations as far apart as Berwick and Newcastle for just
50p each way.

The new deal, open to all those entitled to a concessionary travel pass,
was negotiated by the Borough Council with bus operators, including
Arriva and Stagecoach and applies to routes in Northumberland which
start or end in Castle Morpeth.

The 6,000 existing concessionary pass holders can continue to use
their current passes until they expire on March 31 2007. but there re-
main over 5,000 residents who are eligible for free travel but have not
yet applied and need to do so.

Application forms are available on the Council’'s website at
www.castlemorpeth.go.uk or at the Council’'s One Stop Shop in Bridge
Street, Morpeth. Anyone with queries about eligibility or getting a form
should contact customer service centre First Call on (01670) 535000

Attention all dog owners!!

My son who loves to play football had a rather nasty incident on the
Recreation Field. One evening, when he went to chase the football he
unfortunately slipped in a lot of dog mess. I'll leave it to your imagina-
tion to what state he was in afterwards!? If by chance you walk your
dog through the Recreation Field please act responsibly if they decide
to foul - PLEASE PICK UP after them. Then at least one young foot-
baller will stay clean for another day. Thank you.

And more dog-poo ...
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The Big R ... from big R

THE GREAT FELTON GOLD ROBBERY

part two

The Newcastle Daily Chronicle reported that “On Thursday evening an audacious
robbery took place in the small village of Felton, on the Great North Road where the

&

road crosses the river Coquet. A gang of armed, masked men
broke into the office of the local bank agent. They bound and
gagged the man and tied him to a chair, then proceeded to
break open the strong room where in was a strong box con-
taining several hundreds of pounds in golden guineas in
leather pouches. Each man taking two pouches, the gang
made their getaway on horseback, galloping off into the

& night. The plucky agent was able to free himself and raise

the alarm, where upon the local constabulary quickly arrived
upon the scene and, with the aid of several village men, or-
ganised a search of the locality. We are reassured that an
arrest isimminent”.

The Alnwick Mercury reported a dightly different version of the event, their reporter
having spoken to various eye witnesses. “ On last Thursday evening, at about half
past seven o'clock, a man and a woman entered into the office of Mr. Richardson,
who is the agent for a banking company. The man bound up Mr. Richardson tying
him to a chair while his companion opened the strong room and removed several
leather pouches from a strong box. Each of the pouches contained about one hundred
pounds in golden guineas and was part of a consignment that had been delivered to
the Agent on the previous day. The money, we understand,

was to be used to fund the erection of a new, purpose built,
bank house on the site of an old, dilapidated, thatched cot-
tage. This shows the important position that Felton has
attained within the County.

Sergeant W. Lillico, from Ashington, who was visiting
Constable Percy, the local policeman, said that two va-
grants had been arrested, but that they had denied all
knowledge of the incident. However he was confident the
culprits would, very shortly, be apprehended”

Police Constable Percy recounted the events in his log
book. “Accompanied by Sergeant Lillico, who was visiting
from Ashington, | was proceeding through the village on

Thank you .....




Feature

my evening rounds where | check all the doors of the lock-ups. | aso cal into the
local hostelries to check with the Landlords that all isin order. It was quite dark, apart
from the pools of light given by the gas lamps. Leaving the Fox and Hounds, going
towards the Red Lion, | was aware that the Union stage coach was drawn up across
the roadway just out side the Stag's Head inn. Going to ascertain what was amiss, |
heard three short blasts of a police whistle followed by three long and then again by
three short blasts. Knowing this to be a pre-arranged signal by the Banking agent, |
left the coachman to explain to Sergeant Lillico, while | hurried down to the bridge. |
met Mr. Richardson just at the north side of the bridge, where he had collapsed and
was holding his head. | immediately sent a young lad, Johnny Coburn, who was
kneeling beside Mr. Richardson, to fetch Dr. Hedley. Johnny said they went up the
street, two of them, on an old nag, er horse.

Seeing that Mr. Richardson was sitting up, | left him in the care of Mrs. Hall, who had
come across the road, and ran back up to the stage coach. Sergeant Lillico had organ-
ised several men into a search party and was leading them off along Carr’s Lane.

The Coachman. Mr. Hudson, said that he was over an hour late in arriving in Felton,
the coach had been delayed coming in to Alnwick from Berwick, on its way to New-
castle, which was Mr Hudson’ s leg. Coming down Front Street, he had seen this horse
careering up the hill coming towards him. Luckily he had already dowed the coach
ready for the turn into Mallon’s Yard for the Coach and Horses. He had pulled up his
team and turned them sharply to avoid a collision. However, the advancing riders,
there were two of them on the horse, had seen the coach and turned off down the lane.
Sergeant Lillico had taken one of the coach lanterns and gone off in pursuit.

Taking the coach’s other lantern, | followed the men aong the lane, passing the
‘mangle hoose’ and Mrs. Carrs' bake house, | caught up with the Sergeant at the field
gate. It was very dark and, apart from a few cows in the gloom, there was nothing to
be seen. The Sergeant took two men with him and followed the field fence round to
the north. Leaving two men by the field gate, | took three men with me and proceeded
south towards the river.

As we moved down the field, one of the men called me to look at a piece of material
caught up on the fence at the end of one of the long plots, where there was a well. It
looked clean and fresh in the lantern light.

Further along we found the rest of the material. One of the men said that coming
along the lane he had picked up alady’s bonnet, but had |€eft it on the fence at the side
of the lane.

A special thanks to all contributors!




Ariel—seeks Titania ...

Coming down to the end of the field above the river, | saw that one of the fence rails
had broken loose. George Hook, whose cows they were in the field, said that the rail
was in place earlier in the day when he had taken the cows in for milking. | sent two
men off along the south fence to scour the riverside and meet up with the Sergeant
while Mr. Hook and | climbed over the fence. Straight away we saw something glinting
in the lamp light. Mr. Hook picked up two gold coins which he handed to me, and
which | have noted else where. We then followed a rough track down to the river and
back towards the bridge, passing the well which isjust up from theriver.

Arriving back at the bridge | found that Mr. Richardson had been taken back to his
house above his office, and was in the safe care of the Doctor. | went over to the office
and found Mr. Gedding, Mr. Richardson’s clerk, tidying up. He appeared very flustered
and upset.

Outside | saw young Coburn and his friend Billy Dick. Speaking to them | heard their
story. It seems they were doing a spot of fishing from the end of the Stanners, which is
just at the bottom of Billy’s granddads garden. They had noticed that the gas lamp at
the end of the bridge was very dim. They also saw two people outside the agents office
and a horse beside the lamp post. They had seen the people run out, both of them jump
onto the horse, and gallop off over the bridge and away up Front Street. A minute or
two later Mr Richardson came out and they heard the police whistle. They realised that
something was amiss, so they waded back off the island and went up to the bridge
where they found Mr. Richardson. Billy had gone off to seek help, when | found them.

It appears that the miscreants have for the time being disappeared, but we have several
suspectsin mind.” To be continued..........

Why not.......
....... make your own POTPOURRI ?

It can be a significant and meaningful collection or it can
simply be a lovely summer aroma. At this time of the year
so many lovely scents abound; in the garden, the verges
and the hedgerows. Here is a lovely idea | came across. It
is to make a “Family Heirloom Potpourri”. You will need
to apply the dry potpourri method for this. Many flowers can
be used, especially rose petals and lavender. Select perfect, whole
flowers, before they are fully open. Dry by laying, as flat as possible, on
stretched muslin to allow the air to circulate. Large flowered roses, thick

Thank you




Any excuse for a party ...

petalled lilies and hyacinths should have their petals separated.
Small rosebuds can be dried whole and look exquisite but have little
scent. To make the “Family Heirloom Potpourri” blend rose pet-
als, lavender flowers rosemary leaves, all spice and orris root. To
make it special, whenever you have a special occasion involving
flowers, dry the petals and add them to the potpourri. As the scent
fades, revive it with a little essential oil.

This way you will have treasured memories stored in an original
way. The character of the potpourri will record your family history
and behind each petal will be a unique story.

Yours naturally, Titania
S.

(\'
o
'
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On Saturday 17" of June the residents of 26 to 35 Benlaw Grove
joined together to meet the Neighbours!! Three sets of newish in-
mates meant that a bit of bridging was in order! A barbecue was
held in the Aynsley’s back garden and a great time was had by all.
Sadly one new intake was on holiday but the rest of us had a great
time getting to know each other!! We had so much food that a sec-
ond night just had to be planned to eat it all up!! 1 thoroughly rec-
ommend that making an effort is well worth it and we need to do it
all again but without the excuse!!

....Promote It In The Bridge
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Parish News

THIRSTON PARISH COUNCIL

OUR COUNTRY FOOTPATHS.

Vic Brown and the Parish Council have agreed to liaise on the use and upkeep of
local footpaths. Vic, with ateam of ramblers, is promoting awareness of our coun-
try walks and ensuring they are well signposted and accessible. The Parish Council
will help the group if it can as part of its minor improvement plan. Of immediate
interest isthe possibility that a section of St Oswald’s Way runs through the Parish
beside the Coquet. We are seeking to confirm this.

SPEEDING TRAFFIC.

An unacceptable number of drivers are still speeding through West Thirston- and
residents of East Thirston say they are experiencing the same problem. Public
safety is at risk having regard to the growing number of young children, the elderly
and occasional horse riders.

County Councillor, Glen Sanderson is supporting our bid for traffic calming but so
far his Officers are not coming forward with the right answers. Before taking this
any further we are asking residents of both villages for their views. There is a short
questionnaire for this purpose elsewhere in thisissue.

ACCESSTO ESHOTT

We have asked the County Council to erect a new traffic sign for driversleaving
the Al at Helm heading for Eshott. This cross country road is only single lane with
well spaced passing places. There are no footpaths and frequent bends obscure
visibility. The new sign would advise drivers of these local conditions. In addition
we have agreed to spruce up our bus shelter beside the A1 at Helm. Thiswill com-
plete the face lift of al our bus sheltersin the Parish.

NEW COMMUNITY FUNDING SCHEMES
Castle Morpeth Borough Council isinviting community organisations and talented
individuals to bid for more than £180,000 in two new schemes as follows:

1. A Community Fund totalling £128,000 including an allocation of £87,000 for
capital costs such as building works or equipment; £10,000 for arts schemes,
£25,000 for sports and physical activity initiatives; and £5000 for individuals look-
ing to develop their artistic and sporting talents.

2. A Community Support Fund exceeding £50,000 for the core revenue costs of
voluntary organisations associated with running an office such asrent, utility bills,
furniture and stationery. Grants will be made for up to three years at atime.

For more information on the two funds see the website www.castlemorpeth.gov.uk
or contact the Council’s customer service centre First Call on (01670) 535000.

Get involved ...




Parish News

THIRSTON PARISH COUNCIL WEBSITE
WWW.THIRSTONPC.ORG.UK

WEBMASTER REQUIRED!

Thirston Parish  Council has now launched its website -
www.thirstonpc.org.uk - and is looking for someone in the village to
manage the site as it grows into a valuable, on-line resource for all pa-
rishioners.

Anyone who has an interest in developing websites and who is reasona-
bly competent in using Dreamweaver would find this a fairly straightfor-
ward task. The site needs updating every two months with the minutes
from the meetings of the Parish Council, the Recreation Field Committee
and the Cemetery Committee.

Village news, local events and any other items of interest could also be
added to the site.

If you feel you could help manage the Thirston Parish Council website,
please contact:

Dean Jackson, The Gables, West Thirston
01670 787527 or 0191 200 1536
thegables@westthirston.freeserve.co.uk or
dean.jackson@northtyneside.gov.uk

..... Call 787351 To Advertise




Parish News

MEMBERSHIP OF FELTON PARISH COUNCIL

The present membership of the Parish Council and their contact details are listed
below:

Chair per son: Mike Young, 6 Park View, 01670 787005
Vice Chairperson: Tony Hood, 46 Main Street, 01670 787190
Clerk: LisaHamlin, The Arches, Bockenfield, 01670 783495

Email: Lisa.hamlin@onetel.com
Members:
Richard Barnes, 1 Coquet Vale, 01670 787264
Eileen Blagburn, 7 Park View, 01670 787110
Marion Clark, 47 Main Street, 01670 787206
Robin Esslemont, Field House, Recreation Lane, 01670 787878
SylviaHarrison, 5 Davison Avenue, 01670 787127
Elizabeth Sells, River Cottage, Mouldshaugh Lane, 01670 787081
Davina Thompson, 5 Acton Crescent, 01670 787844
Steve Walton, Old Briton House, 15 Main Street, 01670 787987

NEW COUNCILLOR

Felton Parish Council welcomed Davina Thompson on to the Council at the AGM
in June. For those of you who don’t know Davina she has lived in Felton for al-
most 15 years and has had links with Northumberland since childhood spending
many holidays in Hexhamshire. She undertook her teacher training at Northum-
berland College and spent 35 years in post in the East Northumberland area. Prior
to teaching Davina worked in commerce for a number of years. Davina’'s main
interests are the environment and animal welfare. Davina will be a welcome addi-
tion to the Council.

OPEN SESSIONS

At the June meeting Martin Paminter the Project Officer for Alnwick District
Council gave a very informative presentation on St Oswald’s Way. He circulated
the leaflets and promotional material to be used for walkers using St Oswald’s
Way and explained how this route encompasses the Felton area and the benefits
this will have for the village in terms of support for local businesses. Martin will
be providing an article giving further details for The Bridge later this year — so
look out for it.

At the July meeting the Council welcomed Mr Peter Biggers, Head of Planning &
Building Control of Alnwick District Council who spoke to members on new plan-
ning legislation and current local plans. This session was aimed at updating the
Councillors on how the new planning legislation will affect residents of Felton and
to strengthen the links with the District Council. A new Local Development

Our Village




A bit of History ...

Framework for housing is being undertaken and Alnwick District Council will be
consulting with Felton Parish Council on this framework later in the year.

WELCOME PAMPHLET

A welcome pamphlet has been designed to promote the activities of the village to
newcomers to the area. This leaflet includes details of shops, services, places of wor-
ship, amenities, clubs and societies, local authority information, information on the
school and publications available about the village. This pamphlet will aso be used
to support Felton’s entry into the “Village of the Year” competition.

Felton and Swarland
Local History Society

Our indoor meetings ended in May with a very informative talk on the
history of Durham City. This was followed up in June when our
speaker met us in Durham and pointed out many of the buildings he
had mentioned previously. We finished off with a conducted tour in-
side the castle.

Next month, August we have our evening visit to Woodhorn to see the
new record office. This trip is now fully booked with a waiting list, so
the following is a reminder for those folk who already have their name
down. Please meet at Woodhorn at 6 pm
on Monday 21°%' August.

Indoor meetings will resume on Monday
18th September at 7.30 pm in the Village
Hall, when Bourg Mead will tell us about
“Monkey business in a medieval monas-
tery”. We look forward to seeing all our
“regulars” and nay new faces that fancy giv-
ing us atry.

Your Village




Dates For Your Diary
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Plan Ahead With The Bridge !




