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What’s coming to Felton??? 

SK8Park - What is it?  
See pages 14 & 15 
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RE mink hunting 
 
The letter in your last edition was misguided. Mink, rabbits and rats are 
pests (and none is really indigenous). They all do considerable damage, 
both to native fauna and (especially rabbits) to the stability of riverbanks.  
 
The people in charge of a properly-run hunt (as the one mentioned appears 
to have been) would be well aware of the possible presence of otters, and 
have been able to avoid the use of hounds in places where otters might be 
found.  
 
Far from being a threat to the SSSI, the hunt was probably doing a great 
deal of good by removing pests. That is the reality of rural life, different 
though it may be from chattering Islington! 
 
Yours sincerely, 
         Ian R Cartwright 
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The Party Wall Act,  in case you didn’t know….�

If you intend to carry out building work adjacent to your neighbour 
then you must find out whether or not the work falls within the  
requirements of the Act. Such work would be 
 
¨    building on the boundary with a neighbouring property, 
¨    excavating near to a neighbouring building, 
¨    work on an existing wall shared with an adjoining property. 
 
Anyone proposing to carry out such work must give the adjoining 
owners due notice of their intentions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A party wall is wall which stands 
astride the boundary, or belongs entirely to one owner, but is used 
by two or more owners. 
If you are uncertain as to whether or not the Act applies to the work 
that you intend to carry out, then you should seek professional ad-
vice. A booklet explaining the act can be had from DoE Publications 
Despatch Centre, Blackhorse Road, London, SE99 6TT, tel.0181 
691 9191, or contact your local Building Control Officer who may 
be able to provide a copy. 
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Today’s farmers have to deal with this bureaucratic regime constantly 
and form filling is a constant worry and problem to many of them. Gone 
are the days when farming was a vocation, now you need a degree in 
statistics and the art of gobbledegook! Some of it seems to bear no refer-
ence to the job of farming anymore 
And many of the smaller farmers or those that are LEFT, work longer 
hours because of the legislation involved nowadays! 
This therefore is tongue in cheek but unfortunately all too near the truth! 
  
Maybe someone out there recognises themselves? 
  
A shepherd is herding his flock in a remote pasture when suddenly a 
brand new BMW advances out of a cloud of dust towards him. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The driver, a young man in a 
Broni suit, Gucci shoes, Ray Ban sunglasses and D+G tie, leans out the 
window and asks the shepherd, “If I tell you exactly how many sheep 
you have in your flock, will you give me one?” 
The shepherd looks at the man. obviously a yuppie, then looks at his 
peacefully grazing flock and calmly answers, “Sure. Why not?” 
The yuppie parks his car, whips out his Dell notebook computer, con-
nects it to his AT&T cell phone, and surfs to a NASA page on the inter-
net, where he calls up a GPS satellite navigation system to get an exact 
fix on his location which he then feeds to another NASA satellite that 
scans the area in an ultra-high-resolution photo. 
 
 



��������

�

���
��.�
�����'��,�*���������"�����

�06���-��-�6����B�

The young man then opens the digital photo in Adobe Photoshop and 
exports it to an image processing facility in Hamburg, Germany. Within 
seconds, he receives an email on his Palm Pilot that the image has been 
processed and the data stored. He then accesses a MS-SQL database 
through an ODBC connected Excel spreadsheet with hundreds of com-
plex formulas. He uploads all of this data via an email on his Blackberry 
and after a few minutes, receives a response.  
 
FINALLY, he prints out a full-colour, 150-page report on his hi-tech, 
miniaturized HP LaserJet printer and finally turns to the shepherd and 
says, “You have exactly 1586 sheep.” 
 
“That’s right. Well, I guess you can take one of my sheep.” Says the 
shepherd. He watches the young man select one of the animals and 
looks on amused as the young man stuffs it into the boot of his car. 
 
Then the shepherd says to the young man, “Hey, if I can tell you exactly 
what your business is, will you give me back my animal?” 
The young man thinks about it for a second and then says, “Okay, why 
not?” 
 
“You’re a consultant.” says the shepherd. 
“Wow! That’s correct,” says the yuppie,” 
but how did you guess that?” 
 
“No guessing required.” answers the 
shepherd. “ you showed up here even 
though nobody called you; you want to 
get paid for an answer I already knew,  to 
a question I never asked; and you know 
nothing about my business… 
 
“….Now give me back my dog”   
 
�
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SK8 PARK 
 

‘IT’ is a mobile skateboard park and ‘IT’ is 
coming to Felton from 11th October until 

16th October!! 
 

The SK8 Park will be at 
 Felton First School: 

 
Tuesday 11th Oct – Friday 14th Oct 

6pm – 9pm 
Saturday 15th Oct - Sunday 16th Oct 

 3pm – 6pm 
 

Skateboard, Rollerblades, BMX, 
Roller skates all Welcome 

ONLY £1 per session 
 

The hire of the SK8 PARK from  
Alnwick District Council is being paid by 

FELTON PARISH COUNCIL �
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SK8 PARK 
 

So come along all you youngsters and make 
the most of this facility. 
 
The SK8 Park has state of the art equipment 
with a half pipe and street circuit and the cost 
is £1 per session. 
 
The SK8 Park has two staff every hour it is 
open, one of whom is a qualified first aider.  
The Park has its own floodlights so can be 
used at anytime of the year.  All skateboarding, 
in-line skating and BMX riding will be super-
vised, basic training is available and helmets 
and pads can be hired. 
 
Do please come and enjoy this SK8PARK and 
if it is well used and a success it will be back   
- watch out for further details. �
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A date for your diary                                                                    
Sunday 13th November, Remembrance Sunday  

The revival of support for observance of this demonstrates that, 
despite the passing of the years and the declining number of veter-
ans, the community still feels strongly about Remembrance. 

The Local communities of Felton, Thirston, Swarland, Eshott and 
Newton on the Moor are planning a change to the normal gather-
ing and act of remembrance at the War Memorial at Felton.  

There will be a warm welcome to all at St Michael’s for a Service 
of Remembrance, followed by a walk, procession, march, yomp, 
tab, amble or bimble down the hill to the War Memorial, this will 
be lead by our communities Uniformed clubs!  

The Act of Remembrance will then be carried out at 10.45am to a 
new format agreed by The Royal British Legion and numerous 
groups.  

'If we are to maintain our peace and freedom, we must always re-
member.' That price is still being paid, please support and don’t 
forget your poppy. 
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I am walking on the path that runs from Alnham to Hazeltonrig.  It’s a 
balmy, almost spring-like day, with a blue sky dotted with tall clouds, 
their peaks lit, and underbellies dark. The trees are still green, but it is the 
rather tired, dark shade of early autumn.  
 
The land climbs gently to the Scrainwood Burn, which eventually flows 
into the Coquet west of Rothbury. The sun disappears and the breeze gets 
up as I climb into the open, and the land becomes bare of trees, except for 
the occasional small plantation.  
 
I pass Hazeltonrig plantation on the right, as I descend into a secluded  
valley, its slopes planted with saplings protected by tubes that somehow 
look rather like a cemetery. It feels shut-in here, rather claustrophobic, 
forbidding and cut off.  I disturb a heron, which flies low towards the 
South.  
 
I cross the burn by footbridge, and pass some buildings with broken  
windows and missing doors. There are still no views out. When the  
saplings have grown, this area will feel even darker and more enclosed. 
Approaching Old Hazeltonrig, a collection of farm buildings, there is no 
sign of life, just bales of hay stored in a corrugated iron shed. Coniferous 
woods top the hills to both left and right, and the path leads down, through 
a gate that has broken away from its hinges, and almost collapses as I 
open it.  
 
Next the path crosses the Spartley Burn. The path becomes less distinct, 
crossing boggy ground. It feels lonely here but open, at last, to the sky. 
Small coniferous plantations dot the landscape with no apparent consid-
eration for aesthetics.  
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The side of Castlehill to the right is covered with bracken, now turning  
yellow and gold as autumn comes on. Sleek black cattle graze on the path 
between the bracken, and one stands firm staring blankly at me until the last 
moment, when it moves aside. I cross the road towards the disused quarry on 
Castlehill, pass a sheepfold and push though a plantation by which the path 
disappears.  
 
The zone beneath the woodland is quiet and softly carpeted with pine nee-
dles, but the lower branches of the trees grab at my hat and rucksack, and 
crack as I pass. I lose my hat, but relocate it. It is heartening to find some-
thing personal that you have lost in the ‘wild’ – something of yourself that 
you have recovered.  
 
I head for White Gate, across the upper slope of Northfieldhead Hill. The 
stepped ridge of Simonside becomes visible to the south. The bridleway  
becomes clear again. It must be very inhospitable here in bad weather, in this 
wild and rather remote place, but today it is idyllic.  
 
The White Gate is now blue-painted tubular metal, from which Salters Road 
runs to the north west into the Cheviot Hills. The Road may have been used 
to carry salt from the coast into Scotland in medieval times. A straight fence 
leads back down towards Alnham. The valley of the Aln is lit by sunshine, 
clouds casting moving shadows upon the fields, copses and hedgerows. The 
punctuated patchwork of cultivation marks the procession of the landscape 
towards the horizon. I pick up speed downhill, crunching on a gravel track. 
The view is extensive, and as I approach the valley floor I can see both the 
Aln and Coquet valleys. The path leads by an inhabited, crenellated tower. 
 
 I view an exhibition of art inspired by Marrakesh in the church of St Mi-
chael and All Angels in Alnham – a totally unexpected treat. In the church, 
open all and every day, there is a deep sense of tranquillity amid the  
simplicity and coolness. Such places, such land. We are blessed to live here. 
 
�
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Photo: Near White Gate, Alnham�
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northumberlandscapes�
A collection of colour photographs of the river valleys of 

Northumberland 
 

Bring the beauty of the County into your home. 
Give a unique present at Christmas time. 

To view photos taken so far visit: 
The Felton Gallery,  

or �������
��,.���"����"$�������(  
or call Tony Claydon on 01670 783237  

or e-mail me at 
��*E���
��,.���"����"$�������(  
 

Also available: Photocards, and Versecards with verse 
by Northumbrian dialect poet J Peter Athey 

�
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ACROSS 
1.   Something out of date 
7.   Curved path 
8.   … and behold! 
9.   Holder of unorthodox beliefs 
10. Poetic word for before 
12. About 
14. Uniform 
15. Copy 
17. Pigpen 
18. Inevitable 
22. Drunkard 
23. Do you know yours? 
25. Offer 
27. Highest adult male voice 
28. Thank you 
29. Blow 
31. Greek letter 
33. Bequeath 
34. Aquatic birds 
 
 

DOWN 
1.   Abnormal 
2.   Shortened form 
3.   Until now 
4.   Yellow-orange 
5.   Implant 
6.   Disgusted 
11. With reference to 
13. Visionary 
15. Simple melody 
16. Northern capital 
19. Magnanimous 
20. Slow-witted individual 
21. Ecological community 
24. Without 
26. Failure 
30. Until 
32. Euphrates city 
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Have you energy and talent going spare 
for want of a direction? 
  
Have you a secret ambition to perform, 
or develop those talents? 
  
Maybe you can paint/ or sing/ or even 
dance? 
  
 

Then Felton and Thirston Pantomime Society need you! 
  
There will be no pantomime this year, but the proposal is to have an  
evening of pantomime snippets and various other entertainments. 
  
   This is to be on Saturday 11th February and could well include you! 
The question to be asked is:   have you a favourite sequence or song/dance 
from any of our pantomimes that you would like to see? 
If yes please contact me so we can collate a programme of events. 
  
If the idea of joining the group is for you, we are having a meeting to dis-
cuss our options on the 16th October where it will be decided whether to 
go ahead with our Panto-Loons concert or not. 
Your support is vital, old and new members please attend, we need your 
energy and ideas to keep the momentum going. 
  
Dates for your Diary 
Sunday 16th October The Coquet Room The Village Hall at 7.30  
This one is of vital importance please attend. 
  
Saturday 11th February The  Village Hall. 
Only possible with your support and enthusiasm, so get ringing on 787283 
          Grace 
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Times of services at St Michael’s and All Angels are shown on page 17.  
Services in Felton United Reformed Church, West Thirston are held each  
Sunday at 9:45 a.m. All are welcome. 
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